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President’s  Message 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  report  to  you 
on  a year  that  has  produced 
some  outstanding  successes  and 
has  also  presented  us  with  many 
challenges  for  the  future.  Edu- 
cation shapes  everyone's  course. 
It  is  a primary  force  for  achieving 
acceptance  and  dignity  in  the 
everyday  competitive  world.  But 
for  the  visually  handicapped, 
seeking  the  same  expectations 
from  life,  it  is  even  more  essential 
for  it  is  their  only  means  of  re- 
placing dependency  with  the  pre- 
paredness that  brings  indepen- 
dence. The  Western  Pennsylvania 
School  for  Blind  Children's  work 
continues  to  turn  on  that  fact. 

All  in  education  are  faced  with 
the  task  of  meeting  the  challenges 
of  a rapidly  changing  society.  In 
addition  to  addressing  this  prob- 
lem we  must  also  structure 
methods  of  meeting  the  needs 
of  our  changing  population  which 
is  becoming  increasingly  more 
complex  and  multihandicapped. 
With  this  in  mind,  perhaps  our 
most  significant  single  achieve- 
ment during  the  past  year  was 
the  formal  opening  of  the  Evalu- 
ation and  Developmental  Center 
in  January.  Made  possible  by 
some  $675,000  contributed  by 
Pittsburgh  foundations,  corpor- 
ations and  special  friends  of  the 
School,  the  Center  houses  pro- 
grams supported  in  part  through 
the  federal  Elementary  and 


[ 
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Secondary  Education  Act. 

The  Center  has  enabled  an  ex- 
pansion of  services  to  multi- 
handicapped children  but  the 
increased  costs  of  providing  the 
necessary  but  vital  services  to 
these  youngsters  has  added  to 
our  already  difficult  budgetary 
problems.  The  School  has  not 
received  an  increase  in  its  State 
per  capita  appropriation  since 
1971  yet  operational  costs  have 
risen  significantly,  primarily  be- 
cause of  soaring  inflation  and 
unionization  of  the  faculty.  The 
financial  pressure  of  maintaining 


a high  quality  education  for  a 
decreasing  but  more  complex 
population  results  not  from  lack 
of  knowledge  or  skill  but  rather 
from  the  lack  of  appropriate 
levels  of  State  funding.  The  per 
capita  subsidy,  as  shown  in  the 
enclosed  financial  report,  accounts 
lor  only  forty-nine  percent  of  our 
operating  costs  — the  lowest  per- 
centage figure  in  the  history  of 
our  School. 

Contributions  from  private  sources 
cannot  continue  to  keep  up  with 
the  ever  higher  costs  in  providing 
the  necessary  services  to  our  stu- 
dents. We  are  hopeful  that  the 
efforts  of  Dr.  Kloss'  numerous 
visits  to  Harrisburg  and  the  help 
of  our  many  friends  who  have 
written  to  their  legislators  will  be 
reflected  in  legislation  increasing 
the  School's  reimbursement  from 
the  Commonwealth. 

It  is  with  a deep  sense  of  loss  that 
we  record  the  sudden  death  of 
our  President  Emeritus.  Wilfrid 
Murtland,  last  January.  Mr.  Murt- 
land  served  the  School  contin- 
uously for  a period  of  41  years 
as  a member  of  the  Board  and 
for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century 
as  its  President.  His  tireless  efforts 
assisted  greatly  in  making  the 
School  for  Blind  Children  a sig- 
nificant source  of  knowledge, 
understanding  and  guidance  lor 
the  visually  handicapped  young- 
sters of  western  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  an  exceptionally  fine  human 


being  who  is  greatly  missed.  We 
also  note  with  regret  the  deaths 
of  John  M.  Stewart  and  John  F. 
Walton,  Jr.  Both  served  as  direc- 
tors of  the  School  for  many  years 
and  their  interest,  concern  and 
support  over  the  years  of  their 
active  participation  is  acknowl- 
edged with  grateful  appreciation. 
We  have  lost  three  very  dear 
friends  of  the  School,  but  more 
so,  three  invaluable  humanitarians. 

1 thank  my  fellow  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  their 
splendid  cooperation  and  valu- 
able assistance  during  this  past 
year.  1 cannot  think  of  a more 
challenging  time  in  which  to  serve 
in  our  capacity. 

We  extend  to  Dr.  Kloss  our  warm 


congratulations  and  the  Board's 
appreciation  for  25  years  of  de- 
voted service  to  the  School.  The 
ability  to  confront  the  challenges 
clearly  before  us  will  continue 
to  come  from  the  dedication  and 
talent  of  Dr.  Kloss  and  his  capable 
staff.  I greatly  hope  that  this  report 
of  challenge  — and  progress— will 
also  reinforce  our  case  for  the 
enduring  confidence  and  con- 
tinued assistance  of  our  many 
special  friends  whose  support 
enables  us  to  excel  in  our  efforts. 
Respectfully  submitted. 


Peter  Denby 

President.  Board  of  Directors 


3 


OFFICERS  AND 

DIRECTORS 

1974-75 

Officers 

Peter  Denby 
President 
J.  Mabon  Childs 
Vice  President 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson 
Vice  President 
Marcus  Aaron  II 
Secretary 

Alton  G.  Kloss.  Ed.D. 

Assistant  Secretary 
Howard  G.  Womsiey 
Treasurer 


1 


4 


i 


Directors 

George  N.  Beckwith 
Paul  G.  Benedum 
Mrs.  Thomas  P.  Eddy 
John  G. Johnson 
Ezekiel  S.  Ketchum 
Putnam  B.  McDowell 
Mrs.  Milton  Michaels 
Peter  B.  Obbard 
Richard  H.  Semple,  Jr. 
Eugene  S.  Spence 
Mrs.  James  M.  Walton 
William  H.  Woodwell 


Honorary  Directors 

D.  D.  Lessenberry 
W.  A.  Turner 

Board  of 

Corporators 

1974-75 

James  S.  Beckwith  III 
Mrs.  John  Berdan 
Mrs.  F.  G.  Blackburn 
Mrs.  James  M.  Bovard 
Ernest  U.  Buckman 
Henry  Chalfant.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Harvey  Childs 
George  L,  Craig,  Jr. 
George  S.  Ebbcrt,  Jr. 

Miss  Evelyn  F.  Evans 
Sigo  Falk 

Robert  D.  Ferguson 
Mrs.  William  U.  Follansbee 
W.  D.  George,  Jr. 

Mrs.  George  R.  Gibbons 
Herbert  L.  Grau 
R.  D.  Kyser 
George  D.  Lockhart 


Watson  C.  Marshall 
Mrs.  Cordelia  Scaife  May 
Murray  F.  McCaslin,  M.D. 
Howard  H.  McClintic.  Jr. 
Richard  P.  Mellon 
Raymond  F.  Moreland 
Mrs.  Edward  Pitcairn 
Cleveland  D.  Rea 
Alexander  P.  Reed 
Mrs.  Gretchen  V.  Schoonmaker 
Arthur  M.  Scully.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Charles  L.  Snowdon,  Jr. 
Charles  L.  Snowdon,  Jr. 
Leonard  C.  Staisey 
Charles  P.  Stewart,  Jr. 

Irving  L,  Stutz,  M.D. 

Mrs.  C.  Zook  Sutton 
Harold  F.  Thomas' 

James  M.  Walton 
Mrs.  William  K.  Whiteford 
Arthur  P.  Woolfolk 


' Deceased 


5 


6 


Superintendent’s  Report 

During  the  1 975  school  year 
1 commemorated  my  25th  year 
at  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
School  for  Blind  Children.  This 
anniversary  provides  me  with  an 
opportunity  to  reconsider  past 
accomplishments  and  to  contem- 
plate new  missions.  The  past 
quarter  century  has  been  char- 
acterized by  rapid  changes  and 
unforseeable  demands.  It  has 
been  a period  of  challenge.  How- 
ever, it  is  with  satisfaction  that  I 
now  review  our  response  to  those 
varied  challenges.  We  have  been 
a catalyst  for  change.  Our  plant 
facilities  have  been  expanded,  our 
student  services  have  been  con- 
tinually upgraded,  and  our  edu- 
cational programs  have  been 
modified  and  improved  to  pro- 
vide quality  instruction  for  all 
of  our  pupils. 

It  is  significant  that  this  year  our 
staff  rewrote  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania School  for  Blind  Chil- 
dren philosophy.  This  statement 
articulates  our  position  concern- 
ing the  role  this  School  must 
assume  in  facilitating  the  social, 
emotional  and  educational  de- 
velopment of  visually  handi- 
capped children. 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  Blind  Children  subscribes  to 
the  educational  philosophy  that 
there  is  no  essential  difference 
between  the  aims  of  educating 


the  visually  impaired  or  multi- 
handicapped  child  and  any  child. 
We  believe  that  all  children  need 
a place  in  which  their  minds  and 
bodies  can  grow,  where  their 
feelings  are  recognized  and  their 
rights  and  responsibilities  are 
valued. 

We  think  that  education  must 
address  itself  to  the  development 
of  human  beings  who  are  sensi- 
tive and  responsive  to  life,  and  to 
helping  each  child  find  his  own 
modes  of  expressing  their  sensi- 
tivity—be  they  artistic,  scientific, 
athletic,  intellectual  or  social. 
Opportunities  must  be  provided 
to  establish  and  maintain  mutual 
respect  with  peers,  family  and 
society.  Children  need  opportu- 


nities to  permit  rational  expan- 
sion of  those  individual  differ- 
ences which  make  them  unique 
and  opportunities  to  increase 
continuously  in  stature  — in  their 
own  esteem  and  in  that  of  society. 
The  visually  impaired  and  the 
multihandicapped  child  should 
be  prepared  to  live  in  a self- 
governing  society  through  living 
in  a school  environment  where 
democracy  is  not  only  a precept, 
but  where  its  spirit  prevails  in  all 
human  relationships.  The  child 
should  be  taught  through  actual 
participation  in  the  democratic 
process  that  he  has  responsibilities 
as  well  as  rights,  and  that  he  has 
an  obligation  to  give  as  well  as  to 
receive.  The  child  should  learn 


to  respect  justice  and  develop 
the  courage  to  oppose  injustice. 
We  think  that  it  is  important  that 
each  child  develop  skills  in  read- 
ing. writing  and  mathematics,  but 
we  see  these  as  tools  for  edu- 
cation. not  as  ends  in  themselves. 
Much  more  important  is  helping 
a child  become  a person  who 


can  think:  who  can  pursue  his 
own  interests  and  formulate  ques- 
tions that  are  important  to  him 
and  find  ways  to  discover  an- 
swers to  these  questions.  It  is 
important  that  a child  become  a 
critical  thinker,  if  he  has  the  po- 
tential. It  is  important,  also,  that 
a child  develop  a confident  sense 
that  he  is  a worthwhile  person. 

We  believe  that  a philosophy  of 
education  is  a dynamic  rather 
than  a static  thing,  and  must 
evolve  as  society  is  confronted 


with  new  problems  — schools  must 
lit  conditions  of  life  and  must 
change  as  conditions  change. 

Perhaps  our  most  significant 
achievement  of  the  past  year  was 
the  formal  opening  of  the  Eval- 
uation and  Developmental  Cen- 
ter. The  Center  itself  was  built 
through  the  contributions  of 
foundations,  corporations  and 
private  donors.  It  houses  two 
special  projects  funded  by  federal 
grants  allocated,  under  P.L.  89- 
313,  Title  1.  through  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Education 
as  well  as  a deaf-blind  program 
which  is  supported  by  the  Title 
VI  funds  from  the  Regional  Center 
of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation for  the  Handicapped. 

The  Center  provides  specific 
learning  areas  lor  our  pre-primary 
programs  with  well-equipped 
accommodations  for  activities 
such  as  vision  utilization  and 
meetings  between  parents  and 
faculty  members.  It  has  a new 
dormitory  area  for  our  deaf-blind 
population,  a special  family  room 
for  our  residential  students  and 
a colorful,  warm  dining  area. 

The  pre-primary  programs  in- 
clude infant  stimulation  and  early 
intervention,  a daytime  preschool, 
and  individualized  programs  lor 
deaf-blind  and  visually  impaired 
multihandicapped  children.  The 
children  range  from  infancy  to 
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eight  years  of  age  With  a 

ceptions  of  older  children  funf 
tioning  at  low  levels  of 
development. 

The  implementation  of  the  nre 
primary  program  has  further 
fostered  strong  relationships  be 

tween  our  School  and  many  ' 

agencies  and  individuals  These 
include  Childrens  Hospital 

University 

of  Pittsburgh  consultants.  Penn 
sylvania  Bureau  for  the  Visually 
Handicapped,  Pittsburgh  Child 
Guidance  Center,  the  National 

Center  for  Deaf-Blind  Youths  and 

vanous  chapters  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Association  for  the  Blind 
We  are  especially  happy  with  this 
inter  agency  approach  tecause 
it  enables  us  to  serve,  as  early  as 
possible  and  without  duplication 
of  services,  increasing  numbers 
of  visually  handicapped  children. 
One  thing  we  have  learned  very 
clearly  over  the  years  is  the  critical 
importance  of  early  intervention 
when  dealing  with  handicapped 
children.  Every  child  has  abilities 
as  well  as  limitations  and  the 
earlier  we  can  begin  developing 
and  strengthening  those  abilities 
through  stimulation  and  en- 
couragement, the  more  rapidly 
the  child  may  progress. 

Parental  participation  and  sup- 
port, which  is  important  at  any 
age,  is  particularly  vital  for  these 
very  young  children.  In  view  of 
this  need,  a large  part  of  the 
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Center's  progrann  is  geared  to- 
ward helping  parents  with  their 
feelings  about  visual  handicaps 
and  toward  providing  them  with 
educational  tools  and  opportu- 
nities so  they  may  encourage 
their  children  at  home. 

During  the  past  year  parents 
spent  full  days  observing  child- 
by-child  programs  and  meeting 
with  staff  to  discuss  their  young- 
sters’ individual  needs.  They 
compared  recent  video-tapes  of 
their  child  with  tapes  made  when 
the  youngster  entered  the  pro- 
gram to  observe  the  child's  de- 
velopment. In  May,  a child-parent 
luncheon  was  held  at  which  the 
youngsters  helped  to  prepare 
the  food.  Monthly  meetings  of 
the  Deaf-Blind  Parent  Organi- 
zation and  the  Early  Education 
Parent-Teacher  Organization 
were  held  with  staff  and  consul- 
tants to  respond  to  questions 
and  suggestions  from  the  parents. 
Our  new  Center  enables  us  to 
evaluate  these  children  over  an 
extended  period  of  time  in  order 
to  obtain  data  for  their  future 
placement.  Many  will  be  inte- 
grated into  our  daily  pre-academic 
programs  while  some  will  be 
referred  to  other  schools  or  in- 
stitutions depending  upon  their 
progress  and  ability.  Our  objec- 
tive is  to  develop  to  its  fullest 
extent  each  child's  potential  for 
independence  or  semi-indepen- 
dence through  training  in  such 
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areas  as  orientation  and  mobility, 
communication,  socialization  and 
self-care  skills, 

A highly  successful  first  attempt 
at  a summer  program  for  25 
young  visually  handicapped,  deaf- 
blind  and  multihandicapped 
children  took  place  this  past  July. 
Housed  in  the  new  Evaluation 
and  Developmental  Center,  the 
summer  program  emphasized 
strong  family-child-staff  relation- 
ships in  order  to  develop  a con- 
sistent approach  in  child  manage- 
ment from  school  to  home.  All  of 
the  families  had  contact  with  the 
staff,  and  many  parents  were 
present  to  observe  and  participate 
with  their  children  in  some  phase 
of  the  program. 

In  addition  to  daily  activities  in 
the  School's  swimming  pool  and 
playground  areas,  a number  of 
field  trips  were  planned  to  expose 
the  youngsters  to  new  environ- 
ments and  various  recreational 
activities.  The  children  thoroughly 
enjoyed  these  full-day  excursions. 
Traveling  on  a bus  with  their 
families  and  staff  they  visited 
Kennywood  Amusement  Park, 
Moraine  State  and  Idelwild  parks. 
Storybook  Forest,  and  a large 
family  farm  in  Zelienople. 
Parents  participated  in  weekly 
workshops  with  staff  members 
and  discussed  the  needs  and 
progress  of  their  children  with 
Dr.  William  Marchl,  child  psy- 
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_ chiatrist  and  consultant  to  the 

t^RIVATE  CORNER  program.  As  a result  of  this  ex- 

perience, the  parents  agreed  to 
continue  meetings  weekly 
throughout  the  school  year. 

These  parents  also  plan  to  write 
a booklet  on  the  medical  facilities 
available  for  visually  and/ or 
auditorially  handicapped  children 
which  will  include  suggestions 
lor  preparing  and  handling  handi- 
capped children  during  visits  to 


the  doctor  and  hospital. 

Several  caseworkers  from  the 
Pittsburgh  Blind  Association  met 
with  the  staff  during  the  summer 
program  to  coordinate  the  social 
and  educational  goals  for  each 
child  and  his  family.  In  addition, 
graduate  students  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh  and  many 
volunteers  were  active  partici- 
pants in  the  four-week  project. 
During  a follow-up  fifth  week,  a 
staff  of  lour  professionals  im- 
plemented the  home  bound 
phase  of  the  program  by  visiting 
1 1 families  as  well  as  an  institution 
that  houses  two  of  the  students. 
Through  parent  feed-back  we 
have  found  this  to  be  an  important 
aspect  of  the  summer  session. 

Based  on  the  results  of  this  past 
summer's  experiences,  the  value 
of  a summer  program  for  such 
highly  involved  children  is  ap- 
parent to  us.  We  are  hopeful  that 
the  federal  funds  which  helped 
to  make  this  service  possible 
during  the  summer  of  1975  will 
be  continued  in  the  future. 

In  previous  reports  we  have  dis- 
cussed in  detail  the  individualized 
nature  of  our  various  school  pro- 
grams. Through  a grant  from  the 
Buhl  Foundation  this  effort  was 
intensified  in  the  Upper  School 
during  the  past  year. 

Mrs.  Janet  Simon,  newly  ap- 
pointed Educational  Director  of 
the  Upper  School,  coordinated  a 


project  to  develop  a learning 
system  unique  for  visually  im- 
paired children.  Such  a system 
would  insure  that  each  student 
could  master  both  content  and 
concepts  in  reading,  mathematics 
and  language  arts  to  the  extent 
that  he  is  able  and  at  his  own  rate. 
During  the  months  of  June  and 
July,  eight  experienced  staff 
members  developed  the  initial 
curriculum.  By  adapting  existing 
individualized  resources  as  well 
as  modifying  braille,  large  type 
and  audio  materials,  the  staff 
was  able  to  establish  a system 
which  would  provide  lor  self- 
paced.  individualized  learning  at 
the  intermediate  grade  level. 

The  curriculum  is  currently  being 
implemented  at  our  School.  On 
the  basis  of  its  success,  it  will  be 
modified  and  refined. 

The  individualized  curriculum  de- 
sign is  one  of  the  first  attempts 
in  the  nation  to  systematize  an 
individualized  learning  model  for 
blind  children.  Our  staff  was  sup- 
ported with  this  project  by  faculty 
from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
Department  of  Curriculum  and 
Supervision  and  the  Learning 
Resource  and  Development  Cen- 
ter. We  are  hopeful  that  their 
work  will  provide  another  edu- 
cational means  of  serving  the 
interests,  needs  and  abilities  of 
our  diverse  student  population. 

As  in  past  years,  orientation  and 
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mobility  training  was  available 
to  our  students.  The  goal  of  such 
training  is  to  teach  the  students 
to  become  confident,  skilled 
travelers.  Working  closely  with 
trained  staff,  visually  handicapped 
students  are  taught  to  move 
through  their  environment  with 
confidence  using  either  escort  or 
long-cane  techniques. 

Recently  our  mobility  specialists 
initiated  a program  of  vision 
utilization.  Through  federal  fund- 
ing, Title  I,  89-313,  we  were  able 
to  explore  ways  of  helping  par- 
tially sighted  children  fully  utilize 
residual  vision  for  travel.  While 
much  more  research  is  needed 
for  this  emerging  field,  some  of 
our  program  achievements  were 
presented  to  the  National  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 

The  Upper  School  continued  to 
use  the  Pittsburgh  community 
as  a resource  to  augment  class- 
room instruction.  Our  younger 
children  visited  local  farms,  while 
business-minded  high  school  stu- 
dents toured  Mellon  Bank  in 
order  to  experience  the  world  of 
finance  on  a first-hand  basis. 

Whether  students  were  outside  of 
the  school  building  or  in  the 
classrooms,  teachers  adhered  to 
the  principle  of  action  learning. 
Students  in  home  maintenance 
and  repair  classes  gained  prac- 
tical experience  by  repairing 
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faucet  handles  and  window 
screens.  Other  students  combined 
woodshop.  sheet  metal  and  elec- 
tronics expertise  by  making  stereo 
equipment.  Energy  and  enthu- 
siasm are  hallmarks  of  the  aca- 
demic and  vocational  programs. 
Our  horticulture  offerings  were 
expanded.  Students  planted, 
tended  and  sold  flowers  and 
plants.  In  fact,  the  Christmas 
poinsettia  and  Easter  lily  sales 
are  gaining  prominence  in  the 
Oakland  area  as  satisfied  custo- 
mers return  year  after  year  to 
buy  holiday  flora  from  the  stu- 
dent horticulturists. 

A variety  of  exciting  mini  courses 
were  available  to  junior  high 
school  and  senior  high  school 
students.  These  nine  week  offer- 
ings gave  students  an  opportunity 
to  explore  special  interests  in  a 
structured  setting  with  the  sup- 
port of  a teacher.  Our  students 
enjoyed  a variety  of  mini  class 
topics.  In  a course  highlighting 
the  November  general  election, 
students  visited  candidate  head- 
quarters. spoke  with  campaign 
managers  and  analyzed  political 
strategies.  The  Creative  Drama 
group  produced  two  plays— one 
an  original  written  by  a student. 

In  a Folk  Music  course,  students 
listened  to  popular  tunes  to  ex- 
plore their  meaning  and  impact 
on  contemporary  culture. 

Response  to  the  Optacon  — a 
portable  electronic  instrument 


which  enables  a totally  blind 
person  to  read  ordinary  print— 
was  most  enthusiastic  this  past 
year.  Twenty-four  students  in 
grades  five  through  12  received 
individualized  training  and  1 1 
youngsters  purchased  their  own 
Optacons  at  a very  low  subsidized 
price.  A special  highlight  for  each 
of  the  students  was  a field  trip 
to  a book  store  to  select  and 
purchase  his  or  her  own  print 
book. 

Although  the  Optacon  is  not  a 
substitute  for  braille,  it  is  a most 
important  educational  tool  which 
enables  a trained  blind  person 
to  better  lead  an  independent, 
productive  and  satisfying  life.  It 
fulfills  a potential  which  might 
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otherwise  lie  untapped.  We  are 
most  grateful  to  the  Richard 
King  Mellon  Foundation  for  their 
great  part  in  making  the  Optacon 
program  possible. 


During  the  year,  we  continued 
to  routinely  up-date  and  review 
course  offerings.  Special  attention 
was  given  to  the  prevocational 
curriculum. 


The  Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  Blind  Children  was  one  of 
six  residential  schools  invited  to 
participate  in  a career  education 
project  sponsored  by  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind. 

The  project's  goal  was  to  develop 
an  instructional  prototype  in 
career  education  that  would  be 


appropriate  for  use  with  young 
visually  handicapped  children. 

By  including  a career  education 
focus  in  the  early  learning  ex- 
periences of  a visually  impaired 
child,  opportunity  will  be  available 
for  each  student  to  develop  an 
awareness  of  the  world  of  work. 

Emphasis  was  again  placed  on 
giving  students  opportunities  to 
assist  teachers.  Twenty-two  stu- 
dents engaged  in  a variety  of 
activities  as  part  of  the  student- 
aide  program.  These  student 
aides: 

• assisted  younger  children  in  the 
proper  use  of  hand  tools  in  the 
shop  areas; 

• assisted  in  arts  and  crafts  and 
swimming  classes; 

• escorted  students  on  crutches 
or  with  other  mobility  problems; 

• tutored  younger,  less  able  stu- 
dents in  reading,  spelling,  braille 
and  money  handling  skills; 

■ assisted  in  special  programs  as 
ushers,  equipment  experts, 
stage  crews,  etc.; 

• assisted  in  recreational  activities 
and  with  locker  room  chores: 

• transcribed  material  into  print, 
braille  and/or  auditory  media. 

In  addition  to  experiences  gained 
by  helping  on  campus,  seven  of 
our  teenagers  acquired  important 
knowledge  and  skills  in  a work- 
shop setting  at  the  Pittsburgh 
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Blind  Association.  Others  de- 
veloped abilities  in  production, 
sales,  finance,  record  keeping  and 
business  management  through 
the  local  Junior  Achievement 
Organization. 

The  most  unique  work-activity 
program  during  the  past  year 
proved  that  blind  students  can 
serve  as  valuable  volunteers.  At 
nearby  Shadyside  Hospital  five 
of  our  youngsters  learned  skills 
necessary  to  assist  in  the  Phar- 
macy, Central  Supply,  Data  Pro- 
cessing and  Medical  Records 
departments.  Their  efforts  re- 
ceived local  recognition  and 
praises  were  received  from 
Governor  Milton  Shapp.  This 
volunteer  program  was  singled 
out  by  the  National  Volunteer 
Organization  as  one  of  the  most 
outstanding  volunteer  programs 
in  the  nation!  Most  important, 
it  was  a valuable  learning 
experience  for  our  children. 

The  past  25  years  have  been  a 
period  of  accomplishment  and 
increasing  opportunity  for  all 
blind  children  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania.  In  part 
this  achievement  is  due  to  the 
influence  of  one  woman.  In 
closing.  1 wish  to  pay  special  tri- 
bute to  Elinor  H.  Long.  Super- 
visor of  Programs  for  Visually 
Handicapped  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Education  since 
1957.  "Mother  of  Vision,"  as 
Miss  Long  is  known  among 


14 


Pennsylvania  educators  of  the 
blind,  has  devoted  her  career  to 
developing  and  expanding  op- 
portunities for  all  visually  handi- 
capped children  in  the  Common- 
wealth. The  system  of  special 
education  regional  resource  cen- 
ters which  now  exists  state-wide 
was  initiated  by  Miss  Long  in  her 
untiring  efforts  to  integrate  all 
available  resources  for  the  edu- 
cation of  each  blind  student  in 
Pennsylvania.  She  co-directed 
the  development  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Plan  for  Special  Education, 
one  of  the  first  working  state- 
wide planning  tools  in  the  coun- 
try, and  has  served  as  acting 
Director  of  Special  Education  and 
Chief  of  Special  Education  ser- 
vices for  the  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment of  Education.  Her 


writings  have  been  published  in 
numerous  professional  journals, 
and  she  developed  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Optacon  Project. 

No  mere  listing  of  Miss  Long’s 
accomplishments  can.  however, 
convey  the  spirit  with  which  she 
has  guided  our  efforts.  She  has 
been  an  integral  part  of  the  plan- 
ning team  of  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania School  for  Blind  Children, 
has  made  incalculable  contribu- 
tions to  our  students,  and  other 
blind  children  — all  of  whom  have 
been  well  served  by  “Mother  of 
Vision." 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Alton  G.  Kloss,  Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
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Health  center 


To  provide  for  the  maximum  wel- 
fare of  our  students  the  School 
relies  on  comiDrehensive  health 
services  which  buttress  the  efforts 
of  our  educational  program.  Be- 
cause of  the  School's  excellent 
location  — in  one  of  the  largest 
university-hospital  complexes  in 
the  United  States  — we  are  able  to 
provide  our  children  with  the 
finest  possible  medical  care. 

This  year  nearly  1.000  clinic  visits 
were  made  to  the  Developmental 
Clinic  of  Children's  Hospital. 
Children's  Speech,  Endocrine. 
Tumor.  Dental.  Neurology.  Der- 
matology and  Orthopedic  Clinics, 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh's 
Dental  Clinic,  the  Audiology  De- 
partment and  Pediatric  Eye  Clinic 
of  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Falk 
Clinic,  the  Pittsburgh  Child  Guid- 
ance Center  and  Western  Psy- 
chiatric Hospital. 

Some  of  the  fine  people  who  gave 
unselfishly  of  their  time  and 
energies  to  guard  our  children’s 
health  are  those  pictured  here. 


Mb  Srindy  McCloskuy.  Chief  Phy 
sical  'nierapi!>t  at  Childreti’s  Hospital 
and  an  Orientation  and  Mobility 
specialist,  provides  physical  therapy 
on  a regular  three-day-per  v.-eek  basis. 
In  addition  to  providing  prescription 
therapy,  she  serves  as  a consultant 
for  students  with  motor  problems, 

Ms,  McCloskey  also  makes  recom 
rnendalions  to  our  Physical  Education 
Department  so  that  follow-up  exer 
cises  may  be  given  in  class. 


Healthy  emotional  growth  is  of  para- 
mount importance  for  all  of  our  stu- 
dents. We  are  fortunate  in  having 
the  services  of  Dr.  William  H,  March). 
Child  and  Adolescent  Psychiatrist, 
as  our  consultant.  Dr.  Marchl  visits 
our  School  on  a weekly  basis  to 
evaluate  children  and  provide  coun- 
seling. His  efforts  significantly  help 
insure  the  finest  possible  emotional 
milieu  for  our  students.  His  fine  sen- 
sitive approach  and  deep  professional 
understanding  have  been  of  great 
assistance  to  students,  parents  and 
staff  alike 


Because  many  of  our  students  have 
multiple  problems  in  addition  to  their 
visual  handicap,  they  are  in  need  of 
early  physiological  assessments,  psy- 
chological evaluations  and  ongoing, 
comprehensive  medical  attention.  We 
were  fortunate  this  past  year  in  having 
Dr.  Jane  Brecht.  Director  of  the  Develop- 
mental Clinic  of  Children’s  Hospital, 
to  coordinate  the  diagnostic  and  medical 
services  of  the  Clinic  — insuring  the 
finest  possible  care  for  our  young  stu- 
dents without  duplication  of  services. 


for  the  past  28  years  Dr.  Donald  L. 
Levine  has  served  unselfishly  as  the 
School’s  dentist.  He  has  given  faithful 
care  and  attention  to  the  dental  needs 
of  students  through  his  weekly  visits  to 
the  School's  fully  equipped  dental  dinic. 
Over  the  course  of  each  year  he  ex- 
amines all  students  and  makes  recom- 
mendations for  corrective  dentistry.  Stu- 
dents with  extensive  dental  problems 
are  referred  to  their  personal  practi 
tioners  or,  if  the  need  exists,  to  Chil- 
dren's Hospital  Dental  Clinic  or  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh's  School  of 
Dental  Medicine. 
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Dr.  Mary  Clark.  Director  of  Physical 
Medicine  and  Orthopedic  Surgeon  at 
Children's  Hospital,  evaluates  all  of  the 
children  with  orthopedic  problems  who 
attend  our  School  and  directs  our  phy- 
sical therapy  program.  Dr,  Clark  has 
done  corrective  surgery  on  several  of 
our  students  which  has  resulted  in  their 
improved  mobility  and  overall 
functioning. 
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Scvenfeeti  of  our  students  have 
speech  problems  requiring  therapy. 
Mr.  Larry  Bloom  of  the  Speech 
Department  at  Children's  Hospital 
heads  up  a speech  therapy  program 
which  makes  every  effort  to  improve 
the  students'  speaking  ability. 


Since  the  ability  to  hear  well  is 
crucial  for  blind  children  for  com- 
municative and  mobility  purposes 
the  School,  through  Eye  and  Ear 
Hospital,  provides  for  complete 
audiologic  services.  Miss  Laura 
Lumm.  Head  Audiologist  of  Eye 
and  Ear  Hospital  is  shown  screening 
a student.  If  any  student  fails  the 
initial  screening,  a referral  for  further 
testing  is  made. 


Dr.  Richard  W.  Moriarty,  staff  phy 
sician  at  Children's  Hospital  is  the 
School's  physician.  He  is  responsible 
for  the  overall  direction  of  the  Health 
Center  and  is  instrumental  in  es- 
tablishing referral  channels  to  the 
various  community  agencies  when 
the  situation  of  the  student  merits 
additional  medical  expertise.  With 
the  capable  assistance  of  School 
nurses,  he  provides  annual  exam- 
inations. administers  the  Tuberculin 
Test  and  handles  all  accidents  and 
illnesses. 


Dr.  David  A,  Hiles.  Chief  of  Ophthal- 
mology at  Children's  Hospital  and 
Director  of  the  Pediatric  Ophthal- 
mology Clinic  of  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh's  School  of  Medicine,  is 
the  School's  ophthalmologist.  In  an 
effort  to  save  or  improve  the  sight 
of  those  students  with  residual  vision, 
examinations  are  given  annually. 
Some  of  our  students  arc  then  re- 
ferred to  the  Falk  Low  Vision  Aid 
Clinic  to  explore  the  possibility  of 
using  refractive  lenses. 
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Senior  Class  of  1975 

President.  Riclitird  James  Crosby 
Vice  President.  Richard  Anlhony  Meckler 
Secretary-Treasurer.  Mary  Margaret 
Vuksanovich 
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Terri  Jane  Claar 

Lock/Key  Club,  197T73 


Camillo  Richard  Jackman 

Lock/Key  Club.  1973-74 
Concert  Choir.  1973-75 
CAMPUS  CHRONICLE, 
1974-75 


Richard  James  Crosby 

Industrial 


Lock/Key  Club,  1973-75 
Vice  President,  1974-75 
Class  President,  1974-75 
Concert  Band,  1974-75 
Jazz  Ensemble.  1974-75 
Jazz  Combo.  1974-75 
Concert  Choir.  1974-75 
Honor  Roll— 9 Quarters 


Evonne  Davis 

Academic 

Lock/Key  Club,  1971-73 
Concert  Choir,  1971-73 
CAMPUS  CHRONICLE, 
1974-75 
Editor,  1974-75 
Honor  Roll  — 12  Quarters 


Kathleen  Powell  Drabik 

Business 

Concert  Choir,  1971-74 
ILLUMINATOR,  1973-75 
Honor  Roll— 4 Quarters 


Ralph  Jeffrey  Greenlee 

General 

Lock/Key  Club,  1971-75, 
President,  1973-74 
Concert  Band,  1971-74 
Jazz  Ensemble,  1971-74 
ILLUMINATOR,  1972-73 
Honor  Roll  — 12  Quarters 


Diann  Robin  Harkins 

General 


Lock/Key  Club,  1971-74 
Concert  Band,  1974-75 
Concert  Choir,  1971-75 
Girls'  Ensemble,  1973-74 
Drama  Club,  1973-74 
CAMPUS  CHRONICLE, 
1974-75 
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Rosalie  Keating 

General 

Lock/Key  Club.  197174 
Concert  Band,  1974  75 
Concert  Choir,  1971  75 
Girls'  Ensemble,  197375 
Drama  Club,  197374 
ILLUMINATOR.  1972  73 
CAMPUS  CHRONICLE, 
1974  75 

Honor  Roll— 4 Quarters 


Judy  Marlette  Kelly 

Lock/Key  Club,  1971  74 
Concert  Band,  1971  75 
Concert  Choir,  197175 
Girls'  Ensemble,  197375 
Drama  Club,  1973  74 
CAMPUS  CHRONICLE. 
1974  75 

Honor  Roll  — 2 Quarters 
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Richard  Anthony  Meckler 

Industrial 


Lock/Key  Club,  1971  75, 
Treasurer.  197374, 

Secretary.  197475 

Class  Vice  President.  197475 

Honor  Roll  — 6 Quarters 


Clara  Debra  Miller 

General 


Lock/Key  Club,  1971  74 
Honor  Roll— 4 Quarters 


Regis  Leo  Sullivan 

Lock/Key  Club.  1971  72 


Frederick  Daniel  Miller 

Academic 

Lock/Key  Club,  1971-75, 
President,  1974-75, 

Vice  President,  1973-74 
ILLUMINATOR,  1973-75 
Honor  Roll  — 13  Quarters 


Brenda  Sue  Mueller 

Academic 

Lock/Kcy  Club,  1971-74, 
Vice  President,  1973-74 
Concert  Choir,  1971-74 
ILLUMINATOR,  1972-73 
Honor  Roll  — 23  Quarters 


Thomas  Eugene  Sprankle 


Mary  Margaret  Vuksanovich 

Business 


Lock/Key  Club,  1971-74 
Class  Secretary-Treasurer, 
1974-75 

Concert  Choir,  1971-74 
CAMPUS  CHRONICLE, 
1973-74 

Honor  Roll— 4 Quarters 


Ellen  Jane  Stiteler 

Academic 

Lock/Key  Club,  1971-75 
Concert  Band,  1971-75 
Jazz  Ensemble,  1974-75 
Ham  Radio  Club,  1971-75 
ILLUMINATQR,  1972-73 
Honor  Roll  — 15  Quarters 


Mary  Elizabeth  Winiarczyk 

Industrial 

Lock/Key  Club,  1971-74 
ILLUMINATOR,  1972-74 
Honor  Roll  — 6 Quarters 
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Eighth  Grade  Graduation 

Front  Row  (left  to  right):  G.  Spencer,  B.  Loughrey.  D.  Weyant,  Z.  Murphy, 
Second  Row:  R.  Capouellez,  Mr.  Ozimek,  D.  Czarnecki,  T.  Heslcy, 

J.  McShea,  T.  Crum,  D.  Paul,  Mrs,  Teese. 
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Awards  Day  June  6,  1975 


Dapper  Dan  Sports  Awards 

Boys’  Swimming  Award 

Awarded  to  the  winners  in  each  of 
the  boys'  physical  education  classes 
for  competitive  intramural 
swimming  events: 

Class  A 

Bobby  Boehm.  Rod  Johnson 
Class  B 

Tom  Hesley,  Brian  Poling 
Class  C 

Ed  Friedenberger.  Jim  Homme 
Girls’  Swimming  Award 
Awarded  to  the  winners  in  each 
of  the  girls’  physical  education 
classes  for  competitive  intramural 
swimming  events: 

Fourth,  Fifth  and  Sixth  Grades 
Nancy  Stemmier 

Seventh.  Eighth  and  Ninth  Grades 
Debbie  Weyant,  Mary  Carla  Hayes 
Tenth,  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Grades 
Terri  Claar.  Diann  Harkins, 
Brenda  Mueller 


Girls’  Track  Award 

Awarded  to  the  winners  in  each 
of  the  girls’  physical  education 
classes  for  competitive  intramural 
track  events: 

Fourth,  Fifth  and  Sixth  Grades 
Nancy  Stemmier 

Seventh,  Eighth  and  Ninth  Grades 
Debbie  Weyant 

Tenth,  Eleventh  andTwelfth  Grades 
Evonne  Davis,  Robin  Whiting. 
Brenda  Mueller,  Korene  Stebler 

Girls’  Bowling  Award 

Awarded  to  the  girls  with  the 
highest  season  average: 

Seventh,  Eighth  and  Ninth  Grades 
Zetta  Murphy,  Debbie  Weyant 
Tenth,  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Grades 
Terri  Claar.  Shannon  Harris, 
Janice  Miller 
Girl’s  Athletic  Trophy 
Awarded  to  a high  school  girl 
for  outstanding  achievement  in 
both  competitive  sports  and 
intramural  events: 

Debbie  Weyant 
American  Legion  Award 
Awarded  to  the  eighth  grade  boy 
and  girl  who,  according  to  the 
evaluation  of  a committee  of  staff 
members,  deserve  recognition 
based  upon  the  criteria  designed 
by  the  Legion,  specifically:  honor, 
courage,  leadership  and 
scholarship: 

David  Czarnecki, 

Brenda  Loughrey 


Robert  Buchsbdum  Award 

Awarded  to  the  student  who  has 
indicated  ability  and  talent  and  has 
displayed  a conscientious  effort  in 
the  playing  of  an  instrument  for 
popular  entertainment.  This  award 
is  presented  in  memory  of  Robert 
Buchsbaum,  a former  student: 

Ed  Friedenberger 
Thomas  S.  McAloney  Award 
Awarded  to  the  student  who  has 
written  the  best  original  composition: 


Jim  Homme 


Mary  I.  Walrond  Award 

Awarded  to  the  student  who  has 
made  the  most  progress  in  the  use 
of  braille  music: 

Korene  Stebler 


W.  L.  Mayer  Award 

Awarded  to  the  high  school 
student  showing  the  greatest 
application  and  improvement  in 
the  music  department: 

Peggy  Hoover 
Good  Posture  Award 
Awarded  to  the  high  school 
students  who,  according  to  the 
judgment  of  a committee  of  staff 
members,  are  deserving  of  citation 
for  good  posture: 

Totally  Blind  Girl's  Award 
Terri  Bauer 
Honorable  Mention 

Diann  Harkins,  Korene  Stebler 
Totally  Blind  Boy's  Award 
Ed  Friedenberger 
Honorable  Mention 
Keith  Meyers 

Partially  Sighted  Boy's  Award 
David  Daugherty 
Partially  Sighted  Girl's  Award 
Shannon  Harris 
Honorable  Mention 
Kathy  Sharpnack 
D.A.R,  History  Award 
Awarded  to  the  two  eighth  grade 
students  who  did  the  best  work  in 
history  during  the  year: 

David  Czamecki,  Brenda  Loughrey 
Alton  G,  Kloss  Spelling  Award 
Awarded  to  the  students  who  w'on 
first  place  in  the  annual  spelling 
contest: 

Sixth,  Seventh  and  Eighth  Grades 
Gloria  Spencer 
High  School 
Richard  Parker 


Oakland  Kiwanis  Club  Activity  Award 

Awarded  to  the  high  school  boy  and  girl 
who  earned  the  highest  number  of  merits. 
Merits  are  awarded  for  informal  and  non- 
classroom activities.  Students  who  fail 
any  subject  are  not  eligible: 

Bob  Kennedy.  Robin  Whiting 
Typing  Certification 
30  words  per  minute 
Ted  Crum 
Joe  McShea 
Zetta  Murphy 
Laura  Rudnicki 
Gloria  Spencer 
40  words  per  minute 
Rosalie  Keating 
Sherri  Martz 
Kathy  Sharpnack 
Robin  Whiting 
50  words  per  minute 
Brenda  Loughrey 
Brenda  Mueller 
Korene  Stebler 


Robin  Whiting 
60  words  per  minute 
Mary  Vuksanovich 
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Administrative 

officers 


Alton  G.  Kloss,  Ed,  D. 
Superintendent 


Regis  F.  Person.  Ph.D. 

Assistant  Superintendent. 
Administrator.  Early  Education  Bldg, 
and  Psychologist 


Robert  K.  Hughes.  M.A, 
Associate  Administrator 
and  Director  of  Admissions 


Janet  Klineman.  Ph.D. 

Educational  Director.  Early  Education  Bldg. 


Donald  J.  Wonderling,  Ed.  D. 
Educational  Director.  Upper  School 
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Staff 


Teachers 

Susan  Aach.  MA. 

Expressive  Arts 
Gina  Adams,  M.Ed. 

Speech  Therapist 
Charles  Braem,  M.Ed. 

Woodworking 
Robert  BreTinen.  B.S. 

Guitar 

Geraldine  Caputo,  B.S. 

Health.  Girls'  Physical  Education 
William  F.  Connelly 
Piano  Tuning 
Karin  Cook,  M,Ed. 

Mobility 

Elizabeth  R.  DePiero,  M.A. 

Transitional  Classroom 
Samuel  J,  DePiero,  M.L.S, 

Librarian.  Modem 
Physical  Science 
Dorothy  M.  DeStefano,  B.S. 

Piano.  Choral.  Band 
Norma  K.  Duda,  M.Ed. 

Non-Graded  Primary  Program 
Margaret  Durcan,  Litt.M. 

English.  Social  Studies 
Jane  Erin,  M.Ed, 

Non-Graded  Primary  Program 
Margaret  Esch,  M.A. 

Optacon 

Anthony  H.  Evancic,  M.S. 

Languages.  Mathematics 
Regis  F.  Ferson,  Ph.D. 

Human  Relations.  Vocational 
Guidance 

Maty  Lou  Foster,  B.S. 

Business  Education 
Thomas  E.  Greaser,  B.S. 

Health.  Boys'  Physical 
Education.  Horticulture 


Patricia  Jackson,  B.S. 

Food  Preparation 
Irene  Jewett.  B.S. 

NotvGraded  Primary  Program 
William  Kegg,  M.S.Ed. 

Transitional  Classroom 
James  Kolesar.  B.S. 

Electronics 
Michael  J.  Kostic 

Vetrding  Stand  Training. 
Caning.  Handcrafts 
Raymond  L.  McClintock,  M.A. 
Mobility 


Justine  Malley,  M.Ed. 

Preschool 

Michael  Malley,  A.B. 

English 

Ramona  M.  Manning,  B.S. 

Nursery.  Kindergarten 
Carol  R.  Norrish,  B.S. 

Personal  Grooming.  Eating 
Skills.  Techniques  of  Daily  Liuing 
Dominick  Novorolsky 

Sheet  Metal.  Power  Mechanics. 
Home  Maintenance  and  Repair 
Edward  P.  Ozimek,  B.S, 

High  School  Ungraded 
David  Petrouay.  M.Ed. 

Intermediate  Science.  Crafts 
Joan  Riggs.  M.Mus.Ed. 

Music  Department  Director. 
Piano.  Organ.  Choral 
Hazel  Rometo 

Intermediate  Reading.  Language 
Arts 

Debra  Schmidt,  B.A. 

Non-Graded  Primary  Program 
Janet  Simon.  M.Ed. 

Upper  School  Curriculum 
Coordinator.  Seventh  Grade. 
Social  Studies.  Biology. 

Spoken  Communications 
Audrey  Smith,  M.Ed. 

Mobility.  Visual  Stimulation 
Pearl  Stevens,  M.Ed. 

Remedial  Room 
Joyce  K.  Teese,  M.Ed. 

Eighth  Grade.  Social  Studies. 
Handwriting 

Marcella  Vandenbord.  M.Ed. 
Intermediate  Social  Studies. 
Arithmetic 
Clarence  R.  Wagner 

Piano  Tuning 
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Joseph  Wassermann,  M.Ed. 
Mathematics.  Sociology. 
Social  Studies.  Home 


Maintenance  and  Repair 
Ruth  M.  Watts,  B.S. 

Sewing.  Creative  Arts 
Carol  Wiegle,  M.A. 

Deaf-Blind.  Speech  Therapist 

Teacher’s  Aides 

Eileen  Apter 
Charles  Boalo 
Dorothy  Dobrinski 
Margaret  Gerhart,  B.A. 

Diane  Hughes 
Philagonas  Keberly 


Patricia  Kuehn.  B.A. 
Anne  McAuley 
Phyllis  McDowell 
George  Schreibcr 
Mary  Stoehr 

Child  Care  Workers 

Parish  Das.  B.A. 

Carolyn  DeLuca 
Nicholas  DeVito 
Robert  Dougherty,  B.A, 
Ellen  Frauenheim.  A.A. 
Dorothea  Gleason,  B.S. 
Richard  Kelly 
John  Keys 
Robin  Kirchner 
Sandy  Oppenheimer 
Denise  Pascuzzi,  B.A. 
Karen  Reever,  B.S. 
Elizabeth  Roberson 
Margie  Romero,  A.S. 
Peggy  Ross,  A.A. 

Diana  Saunders,  B.A. 
Janice  Schmidt,  B.A.S.W. 
Mary  Lynn  Smith 
Kathleen  Tokarsky.  B.A. 
Susan  Vecho,  B.A. 
Michele  Ventura,  B.S.W. 
Judiann  Weiss 
Sharon  Wolfe 
Shelly  Wolynn 

Mobility  Aides 

Carol  Hertz 
Jane  Hohler,  B.A. 

Marie  Paolicelli.  A.A. 
Michael  Pini,  B.A. 
Houseparents 
Martha  Collier 
Don  Compton 
Dorthea  Compton 


Audrey  Dobish,  B.S. 

Russell  Dobish.  B.S, 

Matilda  Eralh 
William  Erath 
Julia  Finney 
Margaret  Grippaldi 
Frances  Ivanco 
Eva  Johnson 
Janet  More,  M.Ed. 

Violet  Nicholson 
Sevilla  Wallace 
Charles  Wallace 

Recreation 

Charles  Boalo.  Director 

Charles  L.  Taylor  Library 

Samuel  J.  DePiero.  M.L.S.. 
Librarian 

Health  Services 

Richard  W.  Moriarty,  M.D. 
Phijsician 

David  A.  Hiles.  M.D. 

Ophthalmologist 
William  H.  Marchl.  M.D. 
Psi^chiatrist 

Donald  L.  Levine.  D.M.D. 

Dental  Surgeon 
Haskell  Hollander.  M.S.W. 

Psiichiatric  Social  Worker 
Mary  Kuhns.  R.N. 

Upper  School  Nurse 
Annetta  Y.  Tanious.  R.N. 

Upper  School  Nurse 
Anne  Useller.  L.P.N.,  Earl]^ 
Education  Building  Nurse 
Anna  L.  Woody,  L.P.N.,  Earl\^ 
Education  Building  Nurse 


Buildings  and  Grounds 

Eugene  M.  Kimmick.  Supervisor  of 
Buildings  and  Grounds 
William  E.  Hoover,  A.I.A. 

Architect  Consultant 

Household  Affairs 

Mario  Stoffiere,  Food  Manager 
Martha  Selchan 

Executive  Housekeeper 
Harriet  Mroczka. 

Linen  Supervisor 

Office  Staff 

Virginia  S.  Kloss.  B.A..  Purchasing 
Agent  and  Business  Officer 
Richard  Felser.  Accountant 
Carol  Joy.  Secretary  to  the 
Accountant 

Patricia  M.  Williamson,  B.A. 

Secretary  to  the  Superintendent 
and  Assistant  Superintendent 
Maureen  Welsh.  Secretary  to  the 
Associate  Administrator 
Mary  Hughes.  Secretary  to  the 
Educational  Director  of  the 
Upper  School 

Anita  Auten.  A.S..  Secretary  to  the 
Educational  Director  of  the 
Early  Education  Building 
Maria  Gingery.  Early  Education 
Building  Secretary 
Kathryn  Jeffers,  Receptionist 
James  E.  Davis,  Evening  Receptionist 

Development  and 
Community  Relations 

Darlene  Maier,  B.A.,  Director 
Dolores  Falkowski.  B.A..  Assistant 
Director 
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Students 


Allen.  Lennox/Fittsburgh,  Allegheny; 

Angert,  ftobert^St.  Boniface/ Canibrin 
Antonucci.  Joseph/Aliquippa/Beaner 
Bailey,  William/ Pittsburgh/A/leglieny 
Barr.  Misty,A/erona/A//egbeny 
Bauer,  Terral/Clarion/Clarion 
Bich.  .leffrcv./West  MiUWn/ Allegheny 
Boehm,  Robert/Pitlsb'urgh/ Allegheny 
Boll,  Raymond/Arnold/ Westmoreland 
Bower.  Kenneth/Lock  Hnven/Clinlon 
Bratcher,  James/Pittsburgh/A//eg/ieny 
Britzki,  John/McKees  f^ocks/A/legbeny 
Brown,  Jawes/Rew/ McKean 
Buono.  Deborah/Strattanville/ Clarion 
Burdick,  Craig/Titusville/Venango 
Butler.  Margaret/Manor/Westmore/and 
Campbell,  Paul/Tyrone/ Blair 
Capouellez.  Randy/ Altoona/B/air 
Chadbolt,  Jacqueline/New  Castle/Lawrence 
Claar.  Terri/Claysburg/B/oir 
Colantino.  Christian/Greensburg/ Westmoreland 
Colantino.  James/Greensburg/ Westmoreland 
Coles,  Everett/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Cramer.  James/Mt.  Pleasant/Westmoreland 
Crawford,  Leroy /Seneca/ Venango 
Criner.  Christopher/Jeannette/ Westmoreland 
Crosby.  Richard/Greensburg/  Westmoreland 
Crum.  Theodore/Johnstown/Cambria 
Cuneen.  Anthony/Eighty-Four/ Washington 
Czarnecki,  David/Burgettstown/ Washington 
Daugherty.  David/Strattanville/Clarion 
Davenport,  Crystal/Pittsburgh/Allegheny 
Davis.  Evonne/Pittsburgh/A/legheny 
DeMarco,  Ralph/Pittsburgh/Allegheny 
Diehl.  Kevin/Breezewood/ Bradford 
Drabik,  Kathleen/East  Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Elliott,  Dwayne/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Franklin.  Bonnie/Big  Run/ Jefferson 
Frantz,  William/Pittsburgh/Allegheny 
Friedenberger,  Edward/ Altoona/ Blair 
Galbraith,  Ronald/Brookville/Je//erson 


Gardner.  Karen/SewicMey/ Allegheny 
Gentile.  Ronald/Pittsburgh/Alleghcny 
Goodling.  David/Mt.  Union/Huntingdon 
Gray,  Adam/ Apollo/ Westmoreland 
Greenlee.  Jeffrey/Rochesler  Mills/lndiana 
Greenlee.  William/Rochester  Mills/lndiana 
Griffith,  Patricia/New  Florence/ Indiana 
Harcarik.  John/North  Charleroi/ Washington 
Harkins,  Diann/West  Miillin/ Allegheny 
Harris.  Shannon/Meadville/Cratu/ord 
Haushalter,  Kimherly/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Hayes.  Mary  Carla/McMurray/ Washington 
Hazelton . Helen/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Heaney.  Terrance/New  Castle/ Lawrence 
Herbstritt.  Russeil/Eldred/McKean 
Hesley,  Thomas/Bellwood/ Blair 
Hockenberry.  Larry/Pleasant  Gap/ Centre 
Hockenbeny.  Rodger/Pleasant  Gap/Centre 
Hollabaugh.  Steve/Saegerstown/Craiu/ord 
Homme,  James/Scenery  Hill/ Washington 
Hoover.  Bruce/Valier/ Jefferson 
Hoover.  Peggy/Karthaus/ Centre 
Houk,  Scott/New  Castle/ Lawrence 
Jackman.  Camillo/Monongahela/ Washington 
Jackson,  Timothy/Pittsburgh/Allegheny 
Jesse.  Allan/Bedford/Bed/ord 
Johnson.  Roderick/Brownsville/ Fayette 
Johnson.  Susan/DuBois/ Clearfield 
Kamp.  Becky/ Confluence/ Fayette 
Kauffman,  James/Washington/ Washington 
Keating,  Rosalie/ Coraopolis/ Allegheny 
Kelly.  Judy/Hustontown/ Fulton 
Kennedy.  Robert/Mt.  Morris/ Greene 
Klingensmith,  Scott/lndiana/lndiana 
Kostic,  Todd/East  Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Krepelka.  Jane/Macdonalton/ Somerset 
Kummer.  Wesley/Butler/ Butler 
Lang.  Conrad/Saxonburg/Butler 
Larson,  Carl/Chicora/ Butler 
Laslavic,  Kathleen/Pittsburgh/Allegheny 
Lewchenko,  Patrick/Darlington/ Beauer 
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Lewis,  John/Eria/Erif 

Little.  Adam/Pittsburgh,  Allegheny; 

Long.  Arthur/Coulter.'A//eg/ieny 
Loughner.  Marcy.'Ben  Avon/ A/legheny 
Loughrey,  Brenda/Kitlan  ning/ Armstrong 
Mahoney.  Lawrence/'Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Majesky.  Jody/Marianna/  Washington 
Mann.  Steven/Pittsburgh/A//egheny 
Martin,  Christophci/Dawson/Eayelfe 
Martz.  Sherri/Brookville/ Jefferson 
McElwain.  Randy/Tyrone/B/air 
McGregor,  Lucinda/ Altoona/Blair 
McShea.  Joseph/Oakmont/ Allegheny 
Meckler,  Richard/Sharpsuille/ Mercer 
Meyers.  Keith/lrwin/Westmore/and 
Mielcusny,  James/New  Castle/ Lawrence 
Miller.  Debra/Johnstown/ Cambria 
Miller,  Frederick/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Miller,  Janice/Hastings/Cambria 
Miller,  Lanv/Johnstown/ Cambria 
Monow,  Cynthia/ Jeannette/ Westmoreland 
Mueller.  Brenda/Sheffield/Warren 
Murdy.  Joe  Ray/West  MMn/Allegheny 
Murphy.  ZetXa/Pittshurgh/ Allegheny 
Myers.  Paul/McGrann/Armslrong 
Nicholson,  Rodney/Reynoldsville/ C/earfie/d 
Opaliski,  Thomas/Grampian/ Clearfield 
Osborne,  Robert/Lake  City/Erie 
Parker,  Richard/Midland  Heights/ Beaver 
Paul,  Dale/Meyersdale/Sonrerset 
Peddicord,  James/Irwin/  Westmoreland 
Pennington,  Julie/Johnsonburg/Elk 
Phillippi.  Amy/Zelienople/But/er 
Piscar.  Gina/Luxor/ Westmoreland 
Poling,  Brian/Punxsutawney/ Jefferson 
Polm,  Kenneth/Kennerdale/Venango 
Reese,  Evan/Tyrone/B/air 
Rhoades,  James/Pittsburgh/A//egheny 
Rhoades.  Lisa/Freeport/Armstrong 
Rhoades,  Susan/Freeport/Arrrrstrong 
Ribar,  Monica/Turtle  Creek/Allegheny 


Rice.  Donna/Johnstown/Cambria 
Ringley,  Lyle/Harrisburg/Dauphin 
Robertson,  Vincent/Monessen/ Westmore/and 
Rodgers,  Ricky/Centerville/ Venango 
Rowland.  Douglas/Pittsburgh/A//egheny 
Rudnicki,  Laura/Rochester/Beauer 
Salsgiver,  Marc/ Canonsburg/ Washington 
Schmitt,  Michael/Turtle  Creek/ Allegheny 
Scott.  Gregory/Pittsburgh/A/legheny 
Sharpnack,  Kathleen/Nemacolin/Greene 
Shelton.  Randi  Jane/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Skok,  Martin/Tarentum/ Allegheny 
Smith,  Yvonne/Farrell/ Mercer 
Smitley,  Jeffrey/Mt.  Pleasant/ Westmoreland 
Spencer,  Gloria/Monessen/  Westmoreland 
Sprankle,  Thomas/lndiana//ndiana 
Starkey,  Daniei/Pittsburgh/A/legheny 
Starkey,  Jeffrey/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Stebler,  Korene/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Stecz,  Michael/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Stemmier.  Nancy/Latrobe/ Westmore/and 
Stibrik,  Richard/Murrysville/ Westmore/and 
Stiggers,  Brian/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Stiteler,  Ellen/Pittsburgh/A//egheny 
Stitt.  Freddricka/Pittsburgh/ Allegheny 
Sullivan.  Regis/Pittsburgh/A//egheny 
Thompson,  Eric/PitXsburgh/ Allegheny 
Tominello.  Dina/Monroeville/ A//eghcny 
Trecziak,  Lauren/New  Kensington/ Westmoreland 
Twyford,  Darla/Aliquippa/ Beauer 
Ventura,  Beth  Ann/Butler/But/er 
Vuksanovich,  Mary/ Slovan/ Washington 
Wagner,  Timothy/Shippenville/ Clarion 
Wagoner,  Samuel/East  Springfield/Erie 
Weems,  Terry/Homestead/ Allegheny 
Weyant,  Debra/East  Freedom/ Blair 
Whiting,  Robin/McDonald/ Washington 
Winiarczyk.  Mary/St.  Marys/ E//c 
Wolbert,  Joseph/Snydersburg/C/arion 
Young.  Fred/Indiana/Indiana 
Zilen,  Cindy/Jeannette/Westmoreland 
Zilen,  Robert/Jeannette/Westmoreland 


Bequests 

Louis  I.  Aaron 

Louise  Adamovitch 

Abraham  Adelnian 

Inna  N.  Agnew 

Grace  R.  Alster 

Charlotte  Anderson 

Rose  C.  McHugh  Anderson 

Charles  Arbuthnot 

Mary  C.  Armstrong 

Joseph  A.  Aronson 

Emma  L.  Arthurs 

William  T.  Aurentz 

Fannie  Rees  Ayies 

Morris  Baer 

Utilles  Baird 

Lucien  Graham  Bauer 

Mary  Bayard 

Susan  Bayard 

William  H.  Bechtold 

William  G.  Beckman 

Thompson  Bell 

J.  D.  Bernd 

Robert  N.  Bethell 

W.  S.  Bickart 

Julius  S.  Bickert 

Emma  W.  Bihler 

Sophie  Binder 

Mary  M.  Bindley 

Myra  J.  Binsley 

Susanna  Bischel 

Elsie  K.  Bloom 

R.  H.  Boggs 

Conrad  H.  Bokerman 

George  P.  Bollman 

Henry  W.  Borntraeger 

Louis  Bowers 

Jean  A.  Boyd 

Callie  Bragdon 

Elizabeth  J.  Brandon 

Mary  E.  Bridges 

Emma  Dale  Harrison  Broadhurst 

Anna  Cloyde  Brooks 

Charles  A.  Brooks 

Shirley  Budke 

Henry  Buhl 

Emma  V.  Bulger 

Emma  M.  Campbell 

Julia  Carson 

Rose  A.  Choffin 

Marie  E.  Clark 

Ella  May  Clarke 


Helen  Clarke 
Carrie  Cohen 
Charlotte  Crjilison 
Katherine  Hunter  Conroy 
Sarah  J.  Craig 
Estelle  Wood  Crane 
Edwin  R.  Crawford 
Bessie  R.  Dawson 
Harvey  Deaktor 
Lora  M.  Deane 
HaiTy  D.  Deloe 
Alexander  Dempster 
A.  J.  DeRoy 
Alice  Devey 
Sarah  T.  Dewsnapp 
Susanna  Diffenbacher 
Jessie  J.  Domka 
J.  J.  Donnell 
Ruth  E,  Donnell 
Paul  H.  Drees 
Lois  A.  Duer 
Elsie  G.  Duga 
Louis  S.  Duncan 
Mary  E.  Earl 
Eliza  T.  Edwards 
June  Y.  Enelow 
Leonard  Enelow 
Harry  N.  Englert 
Arthur  Evans 
Olive  L.  Evans 
Frances  A.  Faloon 
Rachel  A.  Farrington 
Mary  Wrenshall  Fauset 
Charles  Finnegan 
J.  B.  Finney 
Robert  W,  Flenniken 
Alice  M.  Flick 
Gertrude  M.  Forster 
Curits  S.  Foster 
Fay  Foster 
Emanuel  Frederick 
Harry  W.  Freye 
Jacob  C.  Fry 
Jessie  M.  Galbraith 
Gyla  W.  Gardiner 
Sadie  Gerkin 
Minnie  B.  Gerst 
Flora  M.  Gilbert 
J.  Laird  Gillespie 
Fannie  1.  Glass 
Alice  Morgan  Graff 
Albert  B.  Graver 
Clara  E.  Graver 


R.  D,  Gray 
Margaret  E.  Grimpe 
Essie  Gulletl 
Charles  E.  Gundy 
Stella  H.  Guthrie 


Anne  Halpin 

George  V.  Hamilton 

Edith  H.  Harper 

Eliza  D.  Hartley 

Minnie  B.  Hayden 

Charles  Hays 

Robert  E,  Hays 

R.  M,  Head 

Gertrude  B.  Heard 

James  D.  Heard 

Annie  May  Hegeman 

Oliver  S.  Hershman 

H.  W.  Hespenheide,  Jr. 

Margaret  Heyl 

Anna  A.  Hicks 

Lewis  W.  Hicks 

Wenman  A.  Hicks 

William  W.  Hicks 

Edna  P.  Hoag 

Dorothea  Van  Buren  Hoehl 

James  Holmes 

Nathaniel  Holmes 

Marie  L.  Hornberger 

Charles  E.  Hoting 

Mary  E.  Hoting 

Evelynn  H.  Housley 

Mary  A.  Howe 

Helen  M.  Hurst 

Nannie  A.  Ingram 

Grace  I.  Irwin 

Albert  Isay 

Fleda  F.  Iversen 

John  Jablonsky 

Gertrude  Jenny 

Fern  MacLure  Jobe 

Agnes  M.  Johnston 

Olive  B.  Kaiar 

Rachel  Katzenmeyer 

G.  A.  Herman  Kauffeld 

Elizabeth  H.  Keating 

Annie  Given  Kerr 

Fannie  M.  King 

Willis  L.  King,  Jr, 

Francis  H.  Kirker 
Samuel  Sandor  Klein 
Arthur  A.  Kridel 
Edith  G.  Krueger 
George  W.  Kummer 


Florence  Barrett  Ladd 
Ethel  LaSalle 
Hejiry  A.  Laughlin 
John  M.  Lee 
Elizabeth  LeGouilon 
Leo  Lehman 
Myra  Love  Lermann 
Bess  McC.  Lessenberry 
Harold  J.  Lewis 
Laura  E.  Linke 
Ida  Lockhart 
A.  Howard  Logan 
Albert  M.  Long 
Annie  W.  Mahood 
Emile  Majerus 
Ida  Mann 
Julia  Marks 
S,  S.  Marvin 
Martha  Lockhart  Mason 
Hugh  McAfee 
Evaline  McBride 
Emma  M.  McCall 
Aileen  McCullough 
Edmund  McElwain 
Kate  G.  McFadyen 
Jennie  King  Mellon 
Sarah  Mendelson 
Louis  A.  Mertz 
Celia  Mervis 
Elizabeth  K.  Metzger 
Ella  B.  Miller 
Torrence  Miller 
Ernestine  T.  Moenius 
Edna  Gray  Moore 
Thomas  B.  Moreland 
Edith  B.  Morse 
Wilfrid  Murtland 
Nellie  A.  Myers 
Mary  F.  Nelson 
John  Nesuta 
Rose  Neumann 
Emma  Nickel 
Joseph  Nicklin 
Ida  J.  Niemann 
Howard  A.  Noble 
J.  Henry  O'Neill 
M.  Oppenheimer 
Christopher  L.  Painter 
Jacob  Painter,  Jr. 

Alex  H.  Patterson 
Jacob  W.  Paul 
Margaret  S.  Paul 
John  P.  Penny 


George  Pfeil 
Charles  J.  Phillips 
Karl  A.  Pillow 
Henry  Kirke  Porter 
John  Porterfield 
Amelia  C.  Proft 
John  R.  Ranson 
Mary  E.  Rieck 
Matilda  A.  Rieger 
Hilda  S.  Rieland 
Joseph  G.  Robinson 
Martha  J.  Robinson 
Charles  J.  Rosenbloom 
Freda  Rosenblum 
Frank  C.  Sauer 
Loretta  Sauer 
Millie  C.  Schafer 
William  E.  Schafer 
Mary  E.  Schenley 
Fred  Schiller 
Lucy  Ames  Schmitz 
James  M.  Schoonmaker 
Rebekah  C.  Schoonmaker 
Simon  Schreiber 
Wilhelmine  Schreiber 
Charles  E.  Schuetz 
Charles  H.  Schultz 
Paul  H.  Schweizer 
John  B.  Scott 
Issac  Seder 
Samuel  Lloyd  Shank 
Hyman  Shear 
Lena  Sievwright 
Luella  M.  Simonton 
Pearl  1.  Simpson 
Edwin  A.  Smith 
Mrs.  George  C.  Sneathen 
H.  C.  Snyder 
Amelia  Solomon 
Charles  H.  Spang 
Norman  Spang 
George  J.  Stanley 
Martha  S.  Stanley 
Wilmer  T.  Starkey 
William  Steele 
Christina  f.  Steibel 
Mary  A.  Stenger 
Ruth  Stewart 
Ambrose  Stiffler 
Marie  M.  Stockdale 
Helen  M.  Stolzenbach 
Emily  Stoop 
George  Strasser 
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Bertha  E.  Succop 
Olive  E.  Swank 
Charles  L.  Taylor 
William  Thaw 
Vesta  Thomas 
Marie  N.  Thompson 
Mary  Cushing  Titus 
Cora  Tustin 
Ella  D.  Vaughan 
Elizabeth  M.  Vogeley 
Wilhelmina  Wagner 
Corine  M.  Wahr 
Effie  Walker 
Mary  Wellington 
Elizabeth  C.  Whitehall 
Frederick  E.  Wiley 
Cora  Hubbard  Williams 
Joseph  Williams 
Herman  Windt 
Anna  C.  Wise 
Mary  B.  Wolfe 
John  M.  Yahres 
Laura  Yost 
Margaret  Young 
Martha  Young 
Hattie  I.  Zeigler 
Howard  G.  Ziegler 
Agnes  L.  Zinkand 


Main  Lafrentz  & Co. 

certified  public  accountants 


FOUR  GATEWAY  CENTER 
PITTSBURGH,  PENNSYLVANIA  15222 
412  281  8000 


The  Board  of  Directors 
Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  Blind  Children 

We  have  examined  the  balance  sheet  of  Western  Pennsylvania  School  tor  Blind 
Children  as  of  June  30,  1975  and  1974  and  the  related  statements  of  income  and 
expense  and  other  changes,  School  Operating  Fund  and  General  Purpose  Fund, 
for  the  two  years  then  ended,  and  changes  in  fund  balances  tor  the  year  ended 
June  30,  1975,  Our  examination  was  made  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted 
auditing  standards,  and  accordingly  included  such  tests  of  the  accounting  records 
and  such  other  auditing  procedures  as  we  considered  necessary  in  the  circumstances. 
In  our  opinion,  such  financial  statements  present  fairly  the  financial  position  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  Blind  Children  at  June  30.  1975  and  1974  and 
the  results  of  its  operations  for  the  years  then  ended,  in  conformity  with  generally 
accepted  accounting  principles  applied  on  a consistent  basis. 


Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
August  19,  1975 
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Western  Pennsylvania 
School  for 
Blind  Children 


Balance  Sheet 

June  30,  1975  and  1974 


ASSETS 


School  Operating  Fund 

Cash  ...  - 

Accounts  receivable 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  education  and  maintenance 
Miscellaneous 

Due  from  General  Purpose  Fund 

General  Purpose  Fund 

Cash 

Short  term  securities,  at  cost  which  approximates  market 

Accounts  receivable 

Prepaid  expenses 

Advances  to  School  Operating  Fund 


Specific  Purpose  Funds 
Cash 

Accounts  receivable. 

Due  from  General  Purpose  Fund 


Endowment  Fund 

Investments 

Bonds  (market  value  $1,801,243  and  $1,525.054) 

Stocks  (market  value  $4,805,998  and  $4.022.891) 

Mortgage  participation 

Common  Trust  Funds  — Pittsburgh  National  Bank  (market 

value  $10,784  and  $10,869) 

Real  estate  (net  of  depreciation) 

Miscellaneous 

Uninvested  principal  cash 

Due  from  General  Purpose  Fund 

Plant  Fund 

Cash 

Due  from  General  Purpose  Fund 

Due  from  Endowment  Fund 

Construction  in  progress 

Property,  plant,  and  equipment 

Land 

Plant  and  equipment 

Accumulated  depreciation 

Library 

Equipment,  title  held  by  others,  net  of  depreciation 
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1975 

1974 

$ 92,469 

$ 281.716 

19.875 

12,024 

31,899 

43,320 

167,688 

308.737 

1,950 

310.687 

592.403 

801,427 

79.484 

675,000 

68,376 

5,242 

2.430 

4.445 

324,237 

875.045 

1,085,596 

7,953 

4.563 

270.563 

18,482 

1,269 

212,906 

283,079 

232.657 

1,997,919 

4,165.706 

770 

1.834,395 

3,921,027 

851 

13,639 

160,771 

6 

1.119 

6.339.930 

20,275 

6,360,205 

13.639 

177.758 

6 

12,406 

5,960,082 

103,496 

6,063,578 

2.578 

3,391 

1.100,000 

70,765 

91,343 

1.125.000 

467.067 

150.000 

4,184.659 

2.126,205 

2.058.454 
35,000 

2.243.454 
79.918 

3.429,341 

$n,115.358' 

150,000 

3,493.550 

2,030,654 

1.462.896 
35.000 

1.647.896 
97,492 

3.499.563  ’Includes  interfund  accounts  aggregating 

$1 1 473  797*  $1,437,549  at  June  30.  1975  and 

$1,856,982  at  June  30,  1974. 

LIABILITIES  AND  FUND  BALANCES 


School  Operating  Fund 

Accounts  payable 

Acemed  payroll  and  expenses  and  payroll  deductions. 
Advances  from  General  Purpose  Fund 


General  Purpose  Fund 

Accounts  payable 

Due  to  School  Operating  Fund 

Due  to  Specific  Purpose  Funds 

Due  to  Endowment  Fund 

Due  to  Plant  Fund 

Fund  balance 

Specific  Purpose  Funds 

Accounts  payable  ...  

Fund  balances 

Students'  Fund 

Charles  L.  Taylor  Printing  Shop  and  Library  Fund. 

Long  Range  Planning  Fund 

Other  special  purpose  funds  and  contributions  . . . 


Endowment  Fund 

Due  to  Plant  Fund 
Fund  balances 

Restricted 

Unrestricted . . . . 


Plant  Fund 

Accounts  payable 

Equity  of  others  in  equipment 
Fund  balance 

Construction  Fund 

Plant  Replacement  Fund . 
Plant  Fund 


1975 

1974 

$ 12.489 

155.199 

$ 20.521 

247.645 
3242.37 

167.688 

592.403 

547 

43.320 

270.563 

20.275 

3.391 

536.949 

875.045 

268 

212.906 

103.496 

91.343 

677.583 

1.085.596 

18.730 

18.756 

378 

14.187 

17.438 

232.346 

264,349 

283,079 

6.620 

12,911 

17.4.38 

176.932 

213.901 

232.657 

1.100,000 

1.125.000 

51.195 

5.209,010 

5.260.205 

45.951 

4.892.627 

4.938.578 

6.360.205 

6.063.578 

5.969 

79.918 

137,832 

97,492 

1.100,000 

2.243.454 

3.343.454 

516.343 

1.100.000 

1.647,896 

3.264239 

3.429.341 

$11,115,358' 

3,499.563 

; The  accompanying  notes  arc  an  integral 

$11,473,797  of  these  financial  statements. 
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Western  Pennsylvania 
School  for 
Blind  Children 


Statement  of  Income  and 
Expense  and  Other  Changes, 
School  Operating  Fund 


Years  Ended 

June  30,  1975  and  1974 


1975  1974 


Income 

State  appropriation 

Project  for  Visually  Limited.  Multiple  Handicapped  Children 

Contributions,  textbooks  and  instructional  supplies 

Mobility  program 

Educational  Project  for  Deaf  Blind  Children 

Miscellaneous  


$ «22.123 
38.333 
12.701 
39,027 
43.547 
2.952 
958.683 


$ 888.189 
40.075 
12.622 
34.755 
34.775 
1.546 
1.011.962 


Expense 

Administration 

Instructional 

Care  of  students 

Operation  of  plant 

Fixed  charges 

Food  seivices 

Student  body  activities 

Equipment  replacements 

Optacon  equipment 

Add;  Transfer  from  General  Purpose  Fund 
Change  in  fund  balance 


136.882 

128,215 

663,197 

604,887 

131,819 

1 14,932 

280.529 

239,799 

237.028 

207.804 

196.238 

179.193 

4.985 

3.444 

18,987 

9231 

23,845 

75.960 

1,693,510 

1.563.465 

734.827 

551,503 

1 

o 

1 

$ -0- 

The  accompanying  notes  are  an  integral 
part  of  these  financial  statements. 


Notes  to  Financial  Statements 

Summary  of  Accounting  Policies 

Investments  - Investments  are  carried  at  cost 
or.  in  the  case  of  securities  received  by  bequest  or 
contribution,  at  market  or  estimated  values  at  dates 
of  acquisition,  less  bond  premiums  amortized. 

Property,  plant,  and  equipment -Property, 
plant,  and  equipment  are  shown  at  appraised 
values  as  of  August  31.  1926.  less  depreciation 
from  average  date  of  installation;  subsequently 
recorded  additions  arc  shown  at  cost,  less  depre 
ciation  from  the  first  of  the  year  following  date  of 
acquisition.  Depreciation  is  computed  using  the 
straight-line  method.  The  book  value  of  the  library 
represents  the  estimated  investment  in  school  and 
reference  books.  All  assets  are  depreciated  in  the 
Plant  Fund  ($98,820)  but  depreciation  on  only  land 
improvements,  buildings,  building  improvements, 
and  the  sprinkler  system  ($76,437)  is  charged  as 
an  operating  cost  with  an  adjustment  for  such 
depreciation  in  the  General  Purj^ose  Fund. 

Equipment,  title  held  by  others  During 
the  1966-68  school  years,  the  school  received 
federal  funds  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania which  were  to  be  used  for  the  purchase 


of  equipment  under  the  Elementary  and  Secondary 
Education  Act  of  1965/Titlc  1,  The  title  to  this 
property  remains  in  the  name  of  the  state  agency 
until  the  termination  of  Its  useful  life.  The  carrying 
value  of  this  equipment  ($18,613)  is  to  be  reduced 
in  the  Plant  Fund  by  a depreciation  charge  of  6-2/3% 
per  year  for  an  estimated  life  of  15  years. 

During  the  1972-74  school  years,  the  school 
received  funds  from  the  Richard  King  Mellon 
Foundation  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  Optacons. 
experimental  print-reading  devices  for  the  blind,  and 
related  accessories.  In  accordance  with  an  agree- 
ment with  the  foundation,  these  devices  are  to  be 
utilized  by  the  school  and  may  be  sold  to  blind 
students  at  a nominal  charge,  Should  the  Optacon 
program  be  discontinued,  the  equipment  will  be 
either  returned  to  the  foundation  or  transferred  to 
another  agency.  Depreciation  will  not  be  charged 
for  this  equipment.  The  carrying  value  at  June  30 
1975  is  $61,305. 

Inventories  and  accrued  income  from 
investments -In  accordance  with  the  practice  of 
the  school,  inventories  and  accrual  of  income  from 
investments  have  not  been  set  up  on  the  records. 
The  amounts  involved  are  not  material. 


Changed  Condition  that  Affects  Comparability 

During  the  current  fiscal  period,  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  changed  its  method  of 
payment  of  appropriations  to  an  Early  Payment 
Plan  and  advanced  monies  to  the  school  prior 
to  the  end  of  the  quarter  for  which  disbursements 
were  made. 

Completed  Construction 

Construction  of  the  additions  to  the  Early  Edu- 
cation Building  was  completed  during  the  current 
year  at  a cost  of  $675,391,  This  construction  was 
financed  completely  from  contributions  provided 
by  the  public,  corporate,  and  private  foundations. 

Retirement  Expense 

The  school  participates  in  a statewide  contrib- 
utory retirement  plan  which  is  managed  by  the 
Public  School  Employees  Retirement  Board.  All 
full  time  employees  of  the  school,  who  arc  under 
the  age  of  60  at  time  of  employment,  are  eligible. 
Each  eligible  employee  contributes  5.5%  of  his  or 
her  gross  salary  to  the  plan.  The  school  contributes 
5.52%  of  the  gross  salaries  to  the  plan  as  its  share. 
The  total  retirement  expense  for  the  years  ended 
June  30.  1975  and  1974  was  $60,277  and  $50,021. 
respectively. 
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Western  Pennsylvania 
School  for 
Blind  Children 


Statement  of  Income  and 
Expense  and  Other  Changes, 
General  Purpose  Fund 


Years  Ended 

June  30,  1975  and  1974 


1975  1974 


Income 

Bequests  

Contributions 

Dividends  on  stocks 

Interest  on  bonds,  notes,  and  mortgages 

Interest  on  temporary  investments 

Real  estate 

Estates  earnings  prior  to  distribution 

Income  from  endowments  held  by  others 

Other  special  purpose  funds  used  for  operating  expenses 
Miscellaneous 


$ 473.583 

$ 172.175 

218.805 

158.077 

105.266 

90.197 

142.775 

111.521 

46.044 

70339 

18.808 

17.850 

955 

200 

31.928 

29.980 

82.622 

1 12536 

100 

108 

1.120.886 

762.983 

Expense 

Agents’  commission  and  expense. 
Amortization  of  bond  premium  , , 

Real  estate 

Fund  raising  activities 

Miscellaneous 


12.234 

10.912 

277 

540 

28.065 

32.794 

41.391 

28.668 

115 

121 

82.082 

73.035 

Transfers,  additions  (deductions) 

Depreciation  charged  to  school  operations 

Plant  Replacement  Fund 

Absorption  of  School  Operating  Fund  deficit 

Bequests  and  contributions  designated  by  the  Board  of  Directors 

Unrestricted  Endowment  Fund 

Other  special  purpose  funds.  Memorial  Fund 

Increase  (decrease)  in  fund  balance 


76.437 

76.017 

- 

(100,000) 

(734.827) 

(551.503) 

(511368) 

(212,696) 

(9.780) 

(8,338) 

(1,179.438) 

(796.520) 

$ (140.634) 

$ (106572)  accompanying  notes  are  an  integral 

parr  of  these  financial  statements. 
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Western  Pennsylvania 
School  for 
Blind  Children 


Statement  of  Changes 
In  Fund  Balances 
Year  ended  June  30,  1975 


Additions 

Income 

Restricted  contributions 

Restricted  income  from  special  purpose  trust  funds 

Deposits  for  student  activities 

Miscellaneous  receipts 


Deductions 

Expense  

Funds  used  for  purchase  of  Optacons  maintained  by  others 

Funds  used  for  purchase  of  Optacon  equipment  maintained  by  the  school  . . . 

Funds  used  for  designated  operating  expenses 

Payments  for  student  activities 

Loss  on  sale  of  investments  (net) 

Depreciation  of  furniture  and  fixtures,  machinery  and  equipment,  and  vehicles 


Trarisfers.  additions  (deductions) 

Absorption  of  School  Operating  Fund  deficit 

Bequests  and  contributions  designated  by  the  Board  of  Directors 

Depreciation  of  land  improvements,  buildings,  building  improvements,  and  sprinkler  system. 

Fixed  assets  acquired 

Transfer  of  snack  bar  fund 

Construction  Fund  for  third  floor  addition  to  Early  Education  Building 

Return  of  unused  monies  from  Construction  Fund  to  Memorial  Fund 

Capitalization  of  third  floor  addition  to  Early  Education  Building 


Increase  (decrease)  in  fund  balance 

Balance.  July  1.  1974  

Balance.  June  30.  1975 


The  accompanying  notes  are  an  integral 
part  of  these  financial  statements. 
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School  General 

Operating  Purpose 

Fund  Fund 


Special  Purpose  Funda 

Charles  L. 

Taylor 

Printing  Shop  Long  Range 
Students’  and  Planning 

Fund  Library  Fund  Fund 


$ 958.683  $1,120,886 


$2,452 


$ 1,338 


958.683  1.1 20.886  2.452 


1,338 


1.693,510  82.082 


62 

2.470 


1.693.510  82,082  2.470  62 


734.827  (734.827) 

(521.048) 
76.437 


(6.224) 


734.827  (1.179.438)  (6,224) 

$ -0-  (140.634)  (6,242) 


1276 


677.583  6.620 

$ 536,949  $ 378 


12.911  $17.438 

$14.187  $17.438 


other  special 

Plant  Fund 

purpose  funds 

Endowment  Fund 

Construction 

Plant 

Replacement 

Fund 

conlributions 

Restricted 

Unrestricted 

Fund 

Plant  Fund 

$2«I726 

13,760 

4.103 

299,589 

17,535 

23.845 

36263 

4,501 

$ 189,641 

$ 22.383 

82,144 

189.641 

22,383 

9,780 

(18,987) 

6,224 

1205,270) 

46,222 

$ 5,244 

506,024 

$205,270 

(46,222) 

(675,391) 

(76,437) 

18.987 

675,391 

(162,031) 

55,414 

5,244 

5,244 

506,024 

316,383 

(516.343) 

(516.343) 

617,941 

595.558 

176,932 

$232,346 

45,951 

$51,195 

4.892,627 

$5,209,010 

516,343 
$ -0- 

$1,100,000 

$1,100,000 

1.647,896 

$2,243,454 
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General  Information 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  Blind  Children  provides 
room,  board  and  educational 
facilities  without  charge  to  190 
legally  blind  children  from  thirty- 
three  counties  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania. Most  visually  handi- 
capped youngsters  are  admitted 
on  a residential  basis  at  the  age 
of  five  when  they  enter  a two- 
year  nursery/kindergarten 
program,  in  accordance  with 
the  emphasis  on  the  need  for 
early  intervention  for  any  child 
who  deviates  from  the  norm, 
the  School  offers  services  on  a 
part-time  or  day  basis  from 
infancy  on.  In  the  case  of  the 
multihandicapped  child,  earlier 
residential  admission  is  advisable. 
Children  are  admitted  up  through 
the  age  of  21  without  regard  to 
race  or  religion. 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Oakland, 
Pittsburgh's  cultural,  hospital- 
university  center,  the  School  has 
seven  buildings  on  its  five  and 
one-half  acre  campus.  One  of 
these  buildings  houses  the 
School’s  Early  Education  pro- 
grams, consisting  of  preschool 
through  second  grade  level,  where 
activities  are  individualized  and 
the  problems  of  orientation, 
feeding,  dressing  and  socialization 
are  given  particular  attention. 

The  serious  study  of  braille  is 
introduced  in  first  grade  and  is 
continued  through  the  secondary 
program  as  the  basic  medium  of 


instruction.  However,  children 
with  sufficient  residual  vision  to 
utilize  large  type  receive  their 
instruction  through  large  type 
textbooks.  The  School's  educa- 
tional program  meets  the  State's 
requirements  and  its  high  school 
credits  are  accepted  by  colleges 
and  universities  throughout  the 
country. 

Techniques  of  daily  living,  mobil- 
ity or  travel  training,  home 
economics,  creative  and  industrial 
arts,  physical  education,  type- 
writing and  music  are  all  offered 
as  a part  of  each  student’s 
education.  Equally  important 
is  the  recreational  program  which 
offers  a constructive  outlet  for 
leisure  time. 

In  addition  to  the  administrative 
officers  and  teaching  staff,  the 
School  provides  the  services  of 
an  ophthalmologist,  a pediatrician, 
a child  psychiatrist,  physical 
therapists,  an  audiologist,  a 
speech  pathologist,  a dentist, 
four  registered  nurses,  several 
psychologists,  a vocational 
guidance  counselor  and  a 
recreation  director.  Because  of 
the  School's  excellent  location  — 
on  one  of  the  largest  university - 
hospital  complexes  in  the  United 
States  — the  School  can  make 
arrangements  for  additional 
paramedical  services  as  needed. 
Founded  in  1887,  the  School  is 
a nonprofit  corporation,  approved 
for  tax-exempt  status  by  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service. 


Independently  owned  and 
operated,  the  School  derives 
its  funds  from  the  income  of 
limited  endowments,  partial 
State  support  and  the  vitally 
necessary  contributions  from 
individuals  and  groups. 

Visitors  are  welcome  to  tour  the 
School.  To  arrange  such  a tour, 
write  or  call  the  Office  of  Devel- 
opment and  Community  Rela- 
tions. (412)  621-0100. 

Memorial  Fund 

In  recent  years  the  custom  of 
sending  flowers  to  mark  bereave- 
ment has  given  way  to  that  of 
honoring  the  deceased  through 
a memorial  gift  to  a favorite 
charity. 

The  School  for  Blind  Children 
has  been  the  recipient  of  a num- 
ber of  such  gifts.  However,  we 
have  learned  that  many  people 
who  would  have  liked  to  make  a 
memorial  contribution  have  not 
done  so  because  they  were  un- 
sure of  the  procedure.  For  the 
convenience  of  those  who  wish 
to  express  their  sympathy  by  such 
means,  we  have  designed  a card 
which  tells  the  bereaved  family, 
simply  and  with  good  taste,  that 
a gift  has  been  made  to  the 
School  in  memory  of  the 
deceased. 

We  are  enclosing  a business  reply 
envelope  for  those  of  you  who 
may  wish  to  make  a contribution 
in  memory  of  a beloved  or  in 
honor  of  a special  occasion. 


There  is  a five  dollar  minimum 
for  such  gifts. 

We  can  think  of  no  higher  tribute 
to  a good  life  than  that  it  be 
carried  forward  to  illuminate  the 
lives  of  boys  and  girls  whose  only 
light  can  come  through  learning. 

Bequest  Form 

For  those  who  wish  to  make  be- 
quests to  the  School,  we  suggest 
the  following  form: 

"I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  Blind  Children,  located  in 
Pittsburgh.  Pennsylvania,  the  sum 
of  $ to  be  used  as  may 
be  determined  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  said  School  for  the 
general  purpose  of  said  School." 
Your  attorney  can  assist  you  in 
incorporating  this  bequest  in  your 
will  or  in  adding  such  bequest  to 
your  present  will. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  popu- 
lar to  leave  bequests  through  life 
insurance  policies  which  are  paid 
direct  to  the  institution  and  do 
not  go  through  one’s  estate.  The 
Western  Pennsylvania  School  for 
Blind  Children  could  be  named 
as  a beneficiary  under  an  insur- 
ance policy  or  the  policy  could 
be  absolutely  assigned  to  the 
School,  as  might  be  desired.  For 
further  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, we  refer  you  to  your  insur- 
ance counselor. 
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